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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PGOV PINT NL 

SUBJECT: ABORTION BILL PASSES SECOND CHAMBER 
REF: THE HAGUE 4148 

1 . ON SEPT 29 THE SECOND CHAMBER PASSED A JOINT LABOR -TIBER AT, 
BILL WHICH EFFECTIVELY LEGALIZES ABORTION DURING THE FIRST 
THREE MONTHS OF PREGNANCY. IF THE BILL BECOMES LAW, IT 
STILL MUST PASS THE FIRST CHAMBER AND BE SIGNED BY MINISTERS 
AND THE QUEEN, IT WILL TAKE REGULATION OF ABORTION CLINICS OUT 
OF THE HANDS OF CATHOLIC JUSTICE MINISTER VAN AGT AND GIVE IT 
TO A COMMISSION OF HEALTH OFFICIALS. ABORTION CLINICS ARE 
CURRENTLY ILLEGAL BASED ON A 191 1 LAW, BUT A SERIES OF COURT 
DECISIONS HAS PERMITTED THEM TO OPERATE, ALTHOUGH NOT WITHOUT 
COMING INTO CONFLICT WITH VAN AGT. 

2. AT THE MOMENT, THE BILL'S FUTURE IS UNCLEAR. IT MAY BE 
DELAYED OR EVEN VOTED DOWN IN THE FIRST CHAMBER, OR VAN AGT 
MIGHT REFUSE TO SIGN AND POSSIBLY PRECIPITATE A CABINET CRISIS. 
THE BILL'S SUPPORTERS SEEM CONFIDENT, HOWEVER. THEY PLAN, IF 
NECESSARY, TO DELAY A VOTE IN THE FIRST CHAMBER UNTIL AFTER 
THE MAY 1977 ELECTIONS, IN WHICH THEY EXPECT THE CONFESSIONALS 
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AGT'S DESK UNTIL A MONTH BEFORE ELECTIONS AT EARLIEST; TOO 
LATE FOR HIM TO HAVE MUCH INFLUENCE. 

3. THERE IS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF POLITICAL FALLOUT. PRIME 
MINISTER DEN UYL IS KEEPING HIS DISTANCE AND THE ISSUE SEEMS 
UNLIKELY TO SWAY DUTCH VOTERS. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNI 
CATION BETWEEN THE PVDA AND VVD AMY PROVE TO BE THE MAJOR 
POLITICAL EFFECT OF THE EPISODE. 
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